New HQ for the
Royal Academy
of Dance
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Dame Monica Mason dbe
Centenary Appeal Chair
During my career as a dancer, a teacher, and as
Director of The Royal Ballet, I grew to appreciate just
how fundamental the RAD is to countless generations
of dancers, teachers and people of all ages who love
dance.
I am honoured to have the opportunity to chair the
Centenary Appeal to secure the premises which will
support and build on the RAD’s remarkable legacy for
years to come.
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Luke Rittner cbe
Chief Executive
One hundred years is a significant milestone for any
organisation to reach, but few do so in the robust
good health with which the RAD is looking forward to
its second century.

Luke Rittner CBE

We have a bold vision for the future, and a vital
element of that is the creation of a new centre for
dance, happily remaining in Battersea which has been
our home for almost 50 years.
We are not only doubling our space, we are creating
world-class facilities to match our reputation and our
ambition. Our students and teachers will have the
space to learn, to teach, to choreograph, rehearse
and perform, and we will open our doors to our
communities and together we will bring the building
to life – a place for all to enjoy. I look forward to
sharing our plans with you in full.
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“The doors of our new
home will be open to
everyone. From our
neighbourhood community
in Wandsworth to our
worldwide membership, our
new headquarters will be
a place to learn, perform,
teach and inspire. In short, a
home for dance.”

The Royal
Academy
of Dance
The Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) has been
teaching the world to dance for 100 years.
Although we began in the UK, our five founders
represented the very best knowledge and practice
in dance teaching from the UK, France, Russia, Italy,
and Denmark. From the very beginning, this has
ensured that the RAD has stood for excellence – in
dance teaching and has used the artform to bring
communities together and to promote ‘Health and
Happiness’ as our motto suggests.
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Today, we have a presence in 92 countries and
a global network of over 400,000 people. This
includes teachers, examiners, members, exam
candidates and students, all connected by the belief
in the transformative power of dance.

The RAD in the
21st century

The RAD is a world-leading dance education and
training organisation, and as such, we are dedicated to
empowering people through dance.
We teach teachers here and abroad, setting the
highest standards with a world-class, recognised and
accredited syllabus and examinations. We helped to
create the legendary dancers of the past, the present
and are helping those of the future.
We are also a unique membership organisation with a
global reach, supporting our members with a growing
range of benefits and resources.
Beyond these activities, and at the heart of what we
do, is our belief that dance empowers, transforms,
and inspires people whatever their age or experience.
This informs the creative and ambitious cultural
engagement plan that we have developed for our
neighbours and for the diverse communities of
London and beyond.
We also want to empower as many young people as
possible worldwide with the key physical attributes,
mental abilities and discipline that dance provides and
that will benefit them their whole lives, whatever their
chosen career path.
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But we need your help.

A new global
headquarters
in London

Our existing building is not fit for purpose. We have
been in our buildings in Battersea since 1970 and there
is no longer any room for expansion. Our studios do
not presently meet our own criteria and we have been
through a long process to analyse the best options for
our future.
We have seized a magnificent opportunity to work
with a property developer, Avanton, along with
Wandsworth Borough Council, to move into new
premises being built less than half a mile away from
our current premises. This new space promises to be
transformative for our work, for our students, and for
our local community.
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The new headquarters will be 2.5 times bigger than
our existing space.

•

seven full-size dance studios with sprung floors,
with high specifications and sound equipment,

•

a studio theatre (seating 188) with full lighting rig
and sound desk, to be used for performances and
by our community partners,

•

a new and more accessible Library and Archive to
house the exceptional materials in our collection,

•

new shop and cafe spaces,

•

numerous facilities including toilets, showers,
changing rooms and break out areas, and

•

a large double-height entrance which can be used
for special performances, temporary exhibitions
and displays.

We are deeply embedded in, and committed to, the
local area, and understand the significance of the
rapid change the area is experiencing. With this in
mind, we have developed an ambitious plan for the
future of the teaching of dance, rooted in the belief
that it is for everyone. We want to welcome our
community and to continue to make a difference to
people’s lives.

Artist’s impression of the reception area at the RAD’s new global
headquarters, interior design by Takero Shimazaki Architects

It includes:

Costs
The total financial cost for the new headquarters is £19.5m with £16.5m already raised
through the RAD’s current building in Battersea Square.
To date we have raised just under £500,000 but we need to find the balance – and quickly.

Project aims for the
new headquarters
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Our aims are to:
•

create facilities that live up to the RAD’s reputation
for quality and excellence and are compliant with
the highest standards,

•

forge closer links with major ballet companies and
dancers – many of whom are RAD trained,

•

expand our outreach with a focus on engaging our
local community in wide range of dance activities,
and

•

contribute to the creative growth and development
of the art form.

Your gift
We understand that COVID-19 has had a dramatic
effect on everyone, not least the arts and cultural
sector. And, our plans for fundraising have also
been significantly impacted. The building work is
progressing on time and on budget, but we need to
accelerate our fundraising strategy to try to ensure
we reach our target by October 2021.
We are incredibly grateful to the trusts and private
individuals, the RAD trustees and members who
have so far contributed to the campaign. But, now
we need you!
We would welcome the opportunity to talk to
you about how to give and to discuss ideas for
recognition of your gift.
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Please do get in touch with Esther McLaughlin,
RAD Director of Development and Fundraising, by
email at emclaughlin@rad.org.uk or by phone on
020 7326 8957.
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